






































Ministry of Food and Drug Safety

Renewing Registration

The validation of a foreign food facility lasts for two years, and it
needs to be renewed prior to expiration.

[4 Notes

I The application for registration renewal for a foreign food facility may be submitted
from 30 days before the date of expiration.

il When there is any change in registered information, the relevant documentary evidence
must be submitted.

[M When additional documents should be submitted

[l Change of business name
- Additional document: Official document from the manufacturer
+ Key reason for change: Change of business name (e.g., merger and acquisitions), editing for
typo, etc.
+ The official document should include that the company has changed its name from A to B, and
its address has not been changed.

F Change of address
+ Additional document: Official document from the manufacturer
+ Key reason for change: Change of administrative structure, editing for typo, etc.
+ The official document should include that the address of Business A has been changed from
(@) to (b) due to [reasons of change] (and there is no direct address change such as relocation
of the factory).
* Direct address change, such as factory relocation, is subject to new registration.
Change of representative
+ Document verifying the change : Official document from the manufacturer or document
confirming the registered information of the foreign food facility
+ The official document should specify that the company has changed its representative from A
to B, and that there is no direct address change such as relocation of the factory.
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How to Search for
Registered Foreign Food
Facilities

&Foreign Food
Facility

H Access the “Imported Food Information Maru” website
(https://impfood.mfds.go.kr).

- @ Safety Information » @ Search Business » @ Foreign Food Facility tab
- Search by foreign food facility code, business name, or address.

Ministry of Food and
Drug Safety Petition Application - Import Inspection Process - Health Certificate

gNia 1

Forelgn food Facility Detail

Document Review for on-site
inspection

Application for Foreign Food
Facility
b= 2

Listof Registered Livestock
Establishments

Ministry of Food and
G Drug Safety Petition Application Import Inspection Process Health Certificate General guide

#  Petition Application > Foreign food Facility Detail »  List of Registered Foreign Food Facility »

List of Registered Foreign Food Facility

clLicKl Ll
CLITIN CHEKIH @
-
Country Address 9 [
TypeofFood ALL
Fishery Manufacturer under the Foreign Manufacturing Establishment of Food Subject to
Arrangement Special Sanitation Control

Registered manufacturers that fall under the Arrangement on Fishery Products are not affected by expiration date.
Yet, the expiration date applies to importing food products except fishery products.

®
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Ministry of Food and Drug Safety

Major Grounds for
Revoking Registration @
of Foreign Food Facility

i} When a foreign food facility is deemed to have been newly
registered or to have changed the registration with false or
otherwise illegal methods
- When the facility has been verified as an exporting company (e.g.,
distributors and trading companies) rather than a facility that
produces, manufacturers, processes, treats, packages, or stores
products (including ships for marine products)

« When the facility is not in operation due to closure or relocation of
the business

F1 When the facility does not meet the definition of a foreign food
facility (e.g., no facilities)

Action taken in accordance with the verification of on-site
inspection of the facility
- Items to check: Whether it is not a manufacturing but an exporting
company, whether the factory has been relocated (address change),
whether not in operation due to business closure, etc.
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Ministry of Food and Drug Safety

FAQ for Registration of o@
Foreign Food Facility &z

@ Which facilities should be registered as foreign food facilities?

A facility where the manufacturing process of the final product is completed,
such as setting the product expiration date (date of manufacture) and quality
control, should be registered as a foreign food facility.

@ How should | register a foreign food facility for agricultural products?

For agricultural products, the final packaging facility should be registered as
a foreign food facility. The packaging facility should be registered as a farm,
a mixed farm facility (farm and simple processing facility), or a collection
facility depending on the type of packaging.

@) When the manufacturing processes of a product are split between
~ Facility A and Facility B, which one should be registered as foreign food
facility?

In cases wherein the manufacturing processes of one product are divided
into multiple facilities, the facility where the final product is packaged, and
the date of manufacture and expiry dates are stamped, should be registered
as foreign food facility.
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;) When importing baby bottle products with the bottle and the pacifi
~

should be registered as a foreign food facility?

er

are manufactured and processed by different companies, which one

Registering a foreign food facility requires registering a facility located
overseas that produces, manufactures, processes, treats, packages, and
stores imported food, etc. (excluding livestock products). In terms of
equipment, containers, and packaging, if Companies A and B manufacture the
finished products, and Company C simply packages the products, companies
A and B must be registered as foreign food facilities. If Company C carries
out the final assembly of the finished products and packaging of the set,
Company C must be registered as foreign food facility.

™" should | register as foreign food facility?

;) For wines whose bottling location changes every time, which facility

For alcoholic beverages, the final bottling facility should be registered as the
foreign food facility. Note that a brand name of liquor (trade name) cannot be
registered as foreign food facility.

When the bottling facility changes every time, however, the facility that
produces/manufactures liquor can be registered as foreign food facility under
the condition that an official document issued by the manufacturing facility
that verifies this fact is attached.

#

—“-I
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;\ If a manufacturing client, that is, an OEM, is A, and Factory B actually
produces products, which one should be registered as foreign food
facility?

The facility that carries out the actual production, manufacturing, processing,
treating, packaging, and storage of imported food, etc. should be registered
as a foreign food facility. When imported food, etc. has been manufactured
through the OEM process, Company B should be registered as a foreign food
facility as it manufactures/processes the actual food products.

;\ Is it required to register the production item (type of food product)
and the type of business (type of agricultural and aquatic product
processing)?

The aim and purpose of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control
lie in importing safer food products by controlling them from their sources
through registration as foreign food facilities. It requires the information such
as production item and type of business of the facilities prior to importation
of food to ensure safety of imported food. For production items, please refer
to the Food Standards and Specifications (Ministry of Food and Drug Safety
Notice) or visit the Import Food Information Maru (impfood.mfds.go.kr) and
click @ [Safety Information] » @ [Product and Business Search] » @ [Find
Import Food].
* However, for equipment, containers, or packaging, register information on
the material.

Please do not delete existing production items when updating or renewing

an existing registration since the foreign food facility code is used by many
importers.
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;) What documents are required to apply for the registration of a foreign
> food facility?

Documentary evidence (in English) from the government of the exporting
country proving that the facility is a food production facility must be
submitted. Note that documents written in the language of the exporting
country (except English) must be accompanied by a notarized translation or
an official document with translation from the foreign food facility (including
the name and address of the facility in English).

Additionally, for a facility where a food safety management system (HACCP,
ISO 22000, etc.) applies, the relevant documentary evidence must be
submitted during registration. In the event that additional verification is
required in the registration approval process, the importer, etc. may be
requested to submit the necessary information.

‘.3 The factory registration document issued by the exporting country only
- states the address of the head office. Can it be used for registration?

The factory registration document issued by the exporting country only
states the address of the head office. Can it be used for registration?

;) For parallel imports, it is sometimes difficult to obtain information
about foreign food facilities. Do we need to make a registration also in
this case?

The aim and purpose of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety Control
lie in importing safer food products by controlling them from their sources
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through registration as foreign food facilities. Therefore, regardless of
whether or not food products are imported through parallel import, the
foreign food facility of the final product should be registered.

E} Who should register foreign food facilities?

The person who intends to import food products, etc. to South Korea
(importer) or the establisher or operator of the foreign food facility can
proceed with the registration. Note that the types of businesses that can
apply for the registration are as follows:

@ Business that imports and sells imported food products, etc.

@ Business that manufactures or processes food (including liquor)

© Business that manufactures food additives

O Business that manufactures health functional food

@ Venture business that manufactures health functional food

 Business that manufactures container/packaging

@ Business that specializes in distribution and sale (limited to food imported
as raw materials for the manufacture of its own products, etc.)

You may register a foreign food facility by joining the website and logging
in with the information on a license issued to the business types listed
above. Note that customs brokers and agents are not eligible to apply for
the registration; only individuals intending to import food products to South
Korea or establisher or operator of a foreign food facility may apply for the
registration under Article 5 of the Special Act on Imported Food Safety
Control.
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;) When a foreign food facility has changed its address, does it need
> o apply for an update of registration? Can it keep its performance

history?

If a foreign food facility has changed its address, it must apply for new
registration.

Apply for new registration with documents (e.g., official document from the
manufacturer and a factory registration issued by the government of the
exporting country) proving the relocation of the foreign food facility.

Note that when a foreign food facility is given a new foreign food facility code
in new registration, its previous import history will no longer be recognized.

% How can | register a foreign food facility when reporting the importation
=T of products that have been returned after exporting overseas by a
domestic company?

Returned exports are also considered imported food products. Therefore,
register the domestic food facility that exported the product and report the
importation.

When the validation of the foreign food facility expires, does it need to

®)
be renewed or registered again?

S

It is subject to registration renewal. Renewal is possible even if the expiration

date has been passed.

#

—“.I
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;) Is there a platform where | can search for the history and information
of the registered foreign food facilities?

Go to Imported Food Information Maru (impfood.mfds.go.kr) and navigate to
My Page ) Applications / Completed Applications to check the history. Click
the application number to view the details, registration code, reason for
refusal, and more.

@) Is it mandatory to agree to the on-site inspection of foreign food
~ facility?

It is mandatory. When registering a foreign food facility, the applicant must
confirm and tick the “Agreement to on-site inspection order by the Minister
of Food and Drug Safety when it is deemed necessary” to complete the
application for the registration.

25



Ministry of Food and Drug Safety

‘.3 When applying for the registration of a foreign food facility, if a
company reported that it imports processed food, but the same
facility also manufactures health functional food products and they are
imported, does the facility need to be registered separately?

If a foreign food facility’s production item has processed food only, select
both processed food and health functional food product as production items
(multiple items may be selected) to apply for a registration update.

;) | received a text message saying that registration renewal is required
> for my foreign food facility.

You will get a text message, “You need to apply for a registration renewal”
two years after the registration of a foreign food facility. Please check the
information of your registered foreign food facility again and apply for a
registration renewal.

;) | am not the initial importer that registered the foreign food
- facility. Can a different importer update/renew the registration?

Importers other than the initial importer of a product may update or renew
the registration.

#

—LJ.I
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;) It was confirmed that information has been changed in the process of
~ verifying the facility’s information in a registration renewal. Should |
apply for an update and a renewal separately?

You can change the information of foreign food facilities while applying
for renewal. Except for the cases subject for new registration (i.e., change
of address such as factory relocation), you need to submit the relevant
documents (e.g., documents issued by the government of the exporting
country and official documents from the manufacturer) in case of a change in
the manufacturer's name, address, representative, contact information, etc.
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When registering a new foreign food facility (or updating
or renewing registration), please enter information on any
applicable food hygiene management system such as HACCP
and IS0, if possible.

Be sure to check the registered information on the foreign
food facility before filing a imported food declaration to
prevent a false import declaration.

Please complete the registration of a foreign food facility
(including renewal upon expiration of the validity period)
before conducting product import because delays may occur
in the registration process due to reasons such as incomplete
submission.

For inquiries on registration (new, updating, and renewing
registration) of foreign food facilities, please contact the
National Food Safety Information Service (1811-6496).

Please check out the Imported Food Information Maru
Nurijip (https://impfood.mfds.go.kr) for safety information
on imported food including new and renewing registration of
foreign food facilities.
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YOUR SAFETY IS OUR STANDARD

. [ Reporting Corruption and Public Interest in the Public Sector ]

** The whistleblower and the report content will be protected

» Report of Corruption and Public Interest in the Public Sector :
MFDS official website ) Public Communication ) e-People ) Report Corruption & Public Interest

Ministry of Food and
Drug Safety





